article deemed best by a Committee of Examiners in our next special number. The subject will be Dysentery.
The etiology, prevention, clinical history, pathology and treatment should be dealt with, or auy one of these subjects may be taken as the subject of the article.
Farther details will be announced in a subsequent issue.
The special number will, it is proposed, be published clotting and kept it under varying conditions. First, they were incubated at 37? C., but it was found that even when numerous in the original blood they had nearly completely disappeared within 24 hours, only a few lightly staining evidently degenerate forms remaining. It, however, occurred to me that in the case of the trypanosoma the organism had been found to live longer outside the body when kept at lower temperature than it did at blood heat, so I placed some similar culture tubes in an incubator at a temperature of 27? C. I then found that the organisms retained their natural characteristics for several days and in blood films made from the tubes they stained quite as well as in the blood freshly taken from the spleen during life, while not only were they in undiminished numbers but they were actually more numerous than before. At first I thought this might only be an apparent increase, as the number of parasites found in two slides made at the same time from fresh blood may vary considerably, but by repeating the observation a number of times I have been able to get conclusive evidence that an increase in the number of the organisms had actually taken place in the culture tubes.
This evidence is of two kinds. First, films were made each day from the fluid blood medium and the number of organisms found in many fields in various parts of the specimen was noted, and it was found that even when they were scantily present in the freshly taken blood they could be found in much larger numbers after from one to three days' incubation at from 22? to 27?C, while in some instances, in which they had been numerous in the fresh blood, two or three being found in a single field, after one or two days they had become so numerous that from 50 to 100 have been counted in a single field of an oil immersion lens. Secondly, and of still greater value, is the fact that in the films made after incubation forms, showing various stages of subdivision, were relatively very numerous, while in those specimens which originally showed a large number of the organisms, enormous numbers of the smallest forms were found, many of them in clumps of from 10 This Metz epidemic is interesting also from the historical point of view, because it appears to be the last outbreak of a long series which can be followed for some 1,500 years. These epidemics about Metz have been made the subject of special study by Marechal and Dideon, who describe distinct outbreaks in 586, 1539, 1552, 1621, 1770, 1783, 1792, 1835, 1844 
